It would not be appropriate for me, as convener of this discussion, to express any forcible opinions about the controversial aspects of metabolite channelling. Moreover, as an outsider in the field, or at best a newcomer to it, I realize that in expressing any view at all I run the risk of exposing my ignorance without much illuminating the subject. I shall simply pose a question, therefore, as it seems to me that not all of the pertinent questions about the physiological significance of channelling have been addressed. Although there has been abundant discussion of the evidence that channelling occurs, and in her article Ov~idi (1991) refers to much of this, there has been much less discussion of the physiological benefits that channelling can provide. Possibly these benefits have seemed to many workers to be obvious, but I have not succeeded in understanding them deeply enough to find them obvious.
as to maintain a fixed flux to final product, and it ignores the possibility that the free intermediate may participate in other reactions; it seems to me the most realistic model for analysing the possibility that channelling can overcome the limited solvent capacity of water. This sort of simulation cannot, of course, prove that channelling cannot have this effect, because it is always possible that a simulation has failed to consider the appropriate conditions. It does suggest, however, that if channelling is to be regarded as mechanism for decreasing free concentrations the conditions in which it is able to do this need to be defined.
